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15th July 2021 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

As the end of the summer term draws near, I wanted to write to you to confirm the arrangements for 

the end of term, and to provide you an update on what the changes to the Government Covid-19 

guidance means for your child/children from September 2021. 

This has been a challenging academic year for all of us, and I want to thank all our students for the 

resilience and strength that they have shown, and to thank you for your ongoing support. I have been 

really impressed by the way our students have engaged with their learning since the return from 

lockdown in March, and it has been lovely to be able to run a number of reward and other trips as we 

have neared the end of term. 

Arrangements for the end of term: 

Our last day of school this term is Tuesday 20th July 2021. On this day, students will finish at 12.30pm. 

If your child uses the academy buses, these have been booked to arrive at the revised time. All 

students in receipt of Free School Meals will receive a meal at Break on this day. Vouchers will be sent 

home to those in receipt of this funding to support you over the Summer Break. 

Families in hardship and needing wider support: 

Norfolk County Council are offering support through the Norfolk Assistance Schemes (NAS) which may 

be able to provide support for food, fuel, clothes and other essential household items to families 

experiencing hardship. Wider support from a range of partners can then also be made available with 

NAS working alongside the Children’s Services Community and Partnerships Service. Families can get 

in touch with NAS via their website www.norfolk.gov.uk/neo or, if you cannot access the internet, by 

calling 0344 800 8020. 

 

Arrangements for the start of the new term:  

The start of term arrangements for September are as follows: 

Monday 6th September 2021 

Only Year 7 will be present on this day. Students must be in the Academy by 8.45am. The Academy 

will be open to students from 8.15am for Breakfast. 

http://www.norfolk.gov.uk/neo


Tuesday 7th September 

All students in Years 8-11 should return on this day. Students should arrive at their Community Waiting 

area by 8.45am and can get Breakfast from The Diner from 8.15am. 

Basic Expectations: 

To make sure that all our young people meet their full potential, we must ensure that all students 

meet our very high expectations for standards and behaviour. For this reason, please remind your 

child/children of the following basic expectations to ensure a smooth start to the new academic year: 

• Attendance and Punctuality:  The link between attendance and achievement is proven. Your 

child must attend school every day and it is your responsibility to ensure that this 

happens. School begins at 8.45am, although The Diner will be open to students from 8.15am 

for Breakfast. 

• Uniform:  students must attend the Academy in full school uniform. We believe that dressing 

properly for school puts children in the right frame of mind for learning. We will insist that all 

students: 

1. Wear full uniform correctly (this includes black trousers or regulation skirt, white shirt or 

blouse with tie and academy blazer) 

2. Wear only black shoes (trainers, canvas pumps or boots are not allowed)  

3. Do not wear excessive make-up or jewellery (this includes false nails/eyelashes, body, or 

facial piercings). Only a wristwatch, small pair of stud earrings and a small religious symbol 

can be worn. 

4. Bring a suitable schoolbag each day. 

Very short hair is acceptable, but extreme colours or styles such as tram lines are not appropriate for 

a learning environment and will not be permitted. 

As we are able to use the academy changing rooms again, all students must attend in their full school 

uniform every day, bringing their Cliff Park PE kit with them to change into on relevant days.   

If mobile phones or headphones are seen during the school day, we will confiscate them, returning 

them in-line with our Behaviour Policy. They must be collected by a parent or guardian. 

Revised Covid-19 arrangements: 

We will have the same “bubble” system and COVID-19 measures in place for the remainder of this 

school year. After the end of the Summer Break, the following changes will be in place, in line with the 

new Government guidance:  

• Bubble system: It will no longer be necessary to keep children in bubbles. This means that if 

your child will be taking part in any summer provision, such as summer schools or activity 

camps, they will not be bubbles. It also means, as things currently stand, that there will no 

longer be a bubble system when we return to school in September for the start of the new 

academic year.   

 



• Contact tracing: Schools will only be responsible for contact tracing until Sunday 18th July. 

From Monday 19th July, close contacts will be identified via NHS Test and Trace. 

• Self-isolation for children and young people: From Monday 16th August, children under the 

age of 18 years old will no longer be required to self-isolate if they are contacted by NHS Test 

and Trace as a close contact of a positive COVID-19 case. Instead they will only need to self-

isolate if they have COVID-19 symptoms or a positive COVID-19 test result, obtained through 

either a PCR or Lateral Flow Test. As previously, we would request that students do not attend 

school should they be showing symptoms of COVID-19. We can also confirm that self-isolating 

students will still have access to robust and comprehensive remote learning opportunities 

while self-isolating.  

• Face coverings: Face coverings will no longer be advised for pupils, students, staff and visitors 

either in classrooms or in communal areas. From Step 4, face coverings are no longer legally 

required on public transport, but it is recommended that face coverings are worn on 

dedicated transport to school or college when cases are high.  

• Asymptomatic testing: As pupils will potentially mix with lots of other people during the 

summer holidays, the government guidance states that all secondary school pupils should 

receive two on-site lateral flow device tests, 3-5 days apart, on their return in September. 

Schools can begin testing up to three working days before the start of term and can stagger 

the return of pupils across the first week to manage this. Pupils should then continue to test 

twice weekly at home until the end of September, when this will be reviewed. Mr Sorrento, 

Vice Principal, will be in touch with an update on our plans for testing pupils nearer the time.   

We have attached an updated consent form for those parents that did not provide consent 

in January. Please can you send this back to the academy with your child on the day that they 

are tested. Testing is voluntary and therefore you can withdraw consent at any time, so please 

notify the academy as appropriate. The privacy notice can be found on our website Ormiston 

Academies Trust Documents and policies - Ormiston Academies Trust. 

Please see the full guidance for further details.  

Although there will be changes as part of the easing of restrictions, as a school we will have outbreak 

management plans in place, as required by the Government, to ensure we are prepared to continue 

to operate if there is transmission of the virus in our school or the local community. These will mean 

that if the situation requires it, a bubble system or other measures may need to be temporarily 

reinstated in the future, and we must stress that the safety measures in place will be continually 

reviewed and assessed in accordance with Government and local guidance.  

As has been the case throughout the pandemic, ensuring the health and safety of our pupils and staff 

is our top priority. As such, we will continue to encourage good hygiene including regular 

handwashing, maintaining appropriate cleaning regimes, keeping occupied spaces well ventilated and 

following public health advice on testing, self-isolation and managing confirmed cases of COVID-19. 

 

 

 

http://www.ormistonacademiestrust.co.uk/documents-and-policies/
http://www.ormistonacademiestrust.co.uk/documents-and-policies/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/999602/Schools_guidance_Step_4_update.pdf


I hope that you find this information useful. However, if you have any questions or concerns, please 

do not hesitate to contact me at the academy and we will do all we can to support you. 

Wishing you a safe and happy Summer Break. 

Yours sincerely,  

 

Ms T. Poulter 

Principal 

  



Term Dates for the Academic Year 2021-2022: 

INSET Days – Thursday 2nd September 2021, Friday 3rd September 2021, Tuesday 4th January 

2022, Friday 1st April 2022 and Monday 27th June 2022 

Term 1 – Monday 6th September 2021 to Friday 17th December 2021  

Autumn Half Term Break – Monday 25th October 2021 to Friday 29th October 2021   

Term 2 – Wednesday 5th January 2022 to Thursday 31st March 2022   

Spring Half Term Break – Monday 14th February 2022 to Friday 18th February 2022   

Term 3 – Wednesday 20th April 2022 to Friday 22nd July 2022   

Summer Half Term Break – Monday 30th May 2022 to Friday 3rd June 2022  

School also closed for May Bank Holiday – Monday 2nd May 2022 

 

  

  

  

 


